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Since our inception one year 
ago, we have been busy!

Grant eligibility: In March of 2021, members of 
the SWC completed an educational program 
and performed a neighborhood traffic study. 
These were the first steps in confirming 
Langhorne Manor’s eligibility for certain types 
of future grant funding.

Connecting with the best professionals: To 
assist with fulfilling our DEP requirements, 
the SWC recommended that Council hire 
Remington Vernick Engineers (RVE). RVE is 
helping guide the borough and completing 
essential grant applications for stormwater 
projects. 

Collaborting with our neighbors: SWC 
members undertook several walk-throughs 
of our wooded areas, including with our 
Middletown neighbors and RVE professionals, 
to assess potential joint projects.  

STORMWATER
COMMISSION 
(SWC) UPDATE

1

2

3



How has Langhorne Manor’s plan to satisfy DEP 
MS4 requirements evolved?

A PATH FORWARD

When the Stormwater Commission was formed, the 
Borough had already submitted an initial plan to the 
DEP to satisfy our MS4 requirements. The plan consisted 
of three options, all of which require substantial 
modifications to our existing swales.*

Upon further review, multiple site visits, and assistance 
from Remington Vernick Engineers, the SWC 
recommended that Council pursue several viable 
alternatives that would preserve our swales while still 
fulfilling our DEP requirements. These options are 
currently being vetted and designed, and grant funding 
is being sought.

One option involves the construction of stormwater 
facilites in the borough-owned green space along Comly 
Avenue.  This project may benefit from concurrent work 
related to the Hulmeville Avenue bridge reconstruction, 
and resulting economies and opportunities are being 
evaluated with assistance from the Borough Manager 
and RVE.

Stormwater Commission 
Responsibilities

The team is primarily tasked with 
guiding the borough through the 
DEP MS4 process. This includes 
outlining the scope of work, initial 
cost, maintenance requirements, 
long term costs, resident impact, 
potential funding/grant sources 
and amounts, and PA Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(PADEP) recognized credits. 
Additionally, the commission 
is responsible for stormwater 
and environmental education

The commission’s monthly 
meetings are open to the public, 
and can be found on the LMB 
community calendar online. 

Did you know? 20% of the annual waste 
in streams is yard debris — this can 
exceed 50% of the waste collected during 
summer and fall.

* For more information, visit the Stormwater Commission page on the LMB website: https://langhornemanor.org/
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TEND TO YOUR YARD WITH 
OUR WATERSHED IN MIND
Grasscycling + composting can reduce waste 
disposal and water contamination, and save 
time, money and energy while returning valuable 
nutrients back to your lawn and gardens.

Compost grass clippings and leaves

Organic materials will compost by themselves, but a little care and attention 

will make the process neater and quicker. You can buy a compost bin or 

make your own. Just mix brown and green organic materials, keep it moist 

and aerated, and mix it up occasionally. A well-tended pile of chopped 

materials can be ready to use in just 2 to 4 weeks. The resulting compost 

provides valuable organic material and fertilizer.

Recycle grass clippings directly back into the lawn

Grass clippings are mostly water and nitrogen. They decompose into the 

grass quickly and return nutrients to the lawn which will result in a greener, 

healthier lawn. When you can’t leave the clippings on the lawn, consider 

using grass clippings alone or mixed with shredded leaves as mulch.
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Healthy watershed benefits

 ® reduced erosion, flooding and associated costs

 ® increased biodiversity, protected wildlife 

movement corridors, and healthier livestock

 ® improved water filtration/quality

 ® resilience from climate change threats, better 

adaptation to extreme weather

 ® preservation of property values, increased tax 

revenue and job provisions

 ® sustainable recreation: fishing, kayaking, 

boating, swimming, hiking 

 ® reduced risk for invasive species, healthier 

habitat to encourage native species

 ® moderation of climate change effects as trees 

absorb atmospheric carbon dioxide

 ® proper nutrient cycling and water storage

“If people left their grass clippings on their 
lawn to decompose, lawns across the US 
could store 16.7 teragrams, or 37 billion 
pounds, of carbon every year.” — Cristina 
Milesi and her team at the NASA Ames 
Research Center in California
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SOME VEGETATION

ACCEPTABLE

DEBRIS, LEAVES, GARBAGE

KEEP CLEAN

SIMPLE STEPS WE CAN 
ALL TAKE TO REDUCE 
CONTAMINATION

What nutrients can be harmful?

Nitrogen and phosphorus from animal manure, 

fertilizers, and pesticides running off the ground 

and from wastewater treatment plant discharges.

Why are they a problem?

As more nutrients enter streams and rivers, algae 

feed on them and grow excessively, depleting the 

oxygen in the water that fish and aquatic insects 

need to live.

What is sediment?

Dirt eroding into streams and rivers.

Why is it a problem?

Excess erosion carves out the banks of streams 

and rivers and clogs our waterways, making 

them more prone to flooding. More flooding 

causes more erosion — a loop of environmental 

degradation. Sediment also destroys the habitats 

of aquatic insects, plants and fish, and can cause 

massive declines in fish populations.

How to maintain swales and culverts.

Keep drainage ways clear of trash and loose yard debris that can clog intake grates or enter our 

streams, but for purposes of clean stormwater, there’s no need to keep our rock-lined swales 100% 

weed-free. In fact, some managed vegetation is beneficial because it slows down rushing water, 

prevents erosion, and allows for filtration back into the earth. Similarly, don’t use concrete or asphalt 

to seal between stones, as that prevents water from seeping into the ground, which is nature’s way of 

filtering out harmful pollutants.

CLOGGED INLET

NEEDS CLEARING
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DO... DON’T...
plant trees since they 
absorb fertilizer and 
carbon, countering the 
effects of climate change

wash or blow grass onto 
streets, sidewalks or 
swales

pick up after pets and 
discard their waste in the 
garbage

put chemicals into storm 
drains, swales, or the 
ground

test soil and use only 
the amount of fertilizer 
needed

apply fertilizer to dormant 
lawns or on frozen 
ground

landscape with 
permeable surfaces 
instead of asphalt or 
concrete

over water your lawn or 
gardens which causes 
nutrient runoff

direct downspouts into 
permeable flower beds, 
and add splash blocks to 
reduce erosion

wash your car where 
runoff will enter drains or 
swales

consider a compost pile, 
rain barrel or rain garden

alter plant and animal 
biodiversity by dumping 
yard waste or Christmas 
trees in the woods
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DON’T FORGET TO 
ENTER OUR DRAWING!

Visit the Langhorne Manor Borough Stormwater 
webpage to locate a Stormwater Trivia Question (answer 
found in this newsletter). One correct response will be 
selected at random for public recognition at a council 
meeting and on our borough website!

LANGHORNE MANOR BOROUGH
618 Hulmeville Avenue 
Langhorne, PA  19047

Phone: (215) 752-5835   |   Fax: (215) 752-4675 
Email: borough-secretary@langhornemanor.org
Website: langhornemanor.org

For more information on our stormwater 
initiatives, be sure to vis it our website!


